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weed for Judicial HKeform in Rahrain 


gnclosed is a memorandum of conversation with Charles 
avilt, Esquire, der Majesty's Political Resident, Bahrain, 
in which the Agent expresses the opinion that the judicial 
system is currently the weakest point in the government of 
Bahrain and a possible cause of popular agitation. 
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Walter K. Schwinn 
American Consul General 





Melosure: liemorandum of Conversation 


cc: Amimbassy, LUNDON 


a patie 
Goel a | A 
Ce y ay 
mane e 
* Ng = 
. o 
cn 


Pause fe? a 


WKSchwinn: aj | OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


) The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken. 
’ 3 ’ . - ee 


Pd 


=OL/ bE *vORg 


U, 


Pape a at 


UPPTCIAL USE ONLY Hud. No. d 
(Clavcfication) I Yesp No yA 
brrom jmConuen, Jes 


HEPORAMDUM. OF CONVERSATIO. 
Vetober 


Verticiiontas Charles Gal'LT, Esquare, der Pajyesty's Political Ape, 
Bahrain 
Walter Ff. Suiwl.l, Consul General, Vhahran 


subject: Conditions in Bahrain 
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I called on ir, vault to thank }im for his courtesies to Ambessador 
Neath during his brief visit to Rahrain on September 27, 1958. 


kr. Gault agreed that events of July, 1958, in Lraq, Jordan and 
Lebanon had appeared to leave remarkably little superficial impression 
in Bahrain. Not even the continuing presence of a large number of 
British troops hus provoked any significant criticism. 


ir. Gault expressed the opinion that the reform most seriously 
needed in Bahrain now is reform of the judiciary. Not only are courts 
as now constituted incapable of dealing with such complex matters as 
patent laws and trade disputes but, in addition, the present senior 
Judge, Bahrain Criminal Court, Shaikh Daij bin Hamid al-Mhalifa, a 
brother of the ituler, does not command the respect of the business 
community or the public generally. 


The Agent contemplates shortly requesing the Ituler to replace 
Shaikh Daij, but he fears that because of the ancient tradition that 
the dispensation of justice is an attribute of shaikhly rule his repre- 
sentations may not be heeded. Even more difficvlt, in the absence both 
of tradition and of Bahrainis well trained in law, is the reform of 
the judiciary itself. 


At the moment, the Agent does not appear to know what to do, but 
he is clear in his mind that a continuation of the present judicial 
system may be a source of discontent, agitation and disaffection. 
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